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Penile rami basally fused, distally with 2
slender elongate rami. Pleopod 1 in male,
basis broad, with 2 retinacula; endopod ba-
sally broad, distally tapering, longer than
ovate and narrower exopod. Pleopod 2 in
male, both rami ovate; copulatory stylet at-
tached basally to endopod, basally broad,
tapering distally, extending well beyond
rami. Pleopod 3, basis produced mesially
into lobe bearing 2 retinacula; endopod
elongate-ovate, half length and width of ex-
opod. Pleopod 4, both rami well developed,
pleated. Pleopod 5, exopod % length of, and
narrower than, exopod. Uropodal basis and
endopod fused, almost reaching pleotelson-
ic apex, distally rounded; exopod short,
ovate.

Remarks. —Menzies & Frankenberg
(1966) regarded Dies and Cassidinidea as
synonymous, but noted the single penis of
the former and the double structure of the
latter. Carvacho (1977) disagreed with
Menzies & Frankenberg, maintaining that
the genital structure required separation of
the two genera. He further characterized Dies
as being estuarine, Cassidinidea as truly ma-
rine. Heard (1982), however, recorded C.
ovalis from the northeastern Gulf of Mex-
ico, from salinities of <1%oc-20%o, i.e., truly
estuarine. Loyola e Silva (1960) also char-
acterized Dies as having a single penis.

Cassidinidea mosaica differs from C.
ovalis (Say, 1818) (=C. lunifrons (Richard-
son, 1905), see Schultz 1978, Heard 1982)
known from New Jersey to Florida, in hav-
ing a rounded posterior pleotelsonic mar-
gin, in being a smaller species (ovig. ¢ 1.5~
1.6 mm), and in having a finely tuberculate
dorsal integument.

Cassidinidea tuberculata Richardson,
1912, from Mexico, Brazil, Argentina (see
Pires 1982), has a relatively larger uropodal
exopod, a less ovate body outline, and a
larger body-size (2 tl 5.1 mm).

Etymology. — The specific name refers to
the dorsal integument especially of the pleo-
telson, which resembles the closely-set tes-
serae of a mosaic (see Fig. 17).
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